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me, and will condescend to stoop to my insignif-
icant self, I shall ever entertain for you, O
miracle of sweetness, an unexampled devotion.
Your honour runs not the slightest risk with me,
and need not fear the least disgrace on my part,
All these court gallants, of whom women are so
fond, are noisy in their doings and vain in their
talk; they are incessantly pluming themselves on
their successes, and they receive no favours which
they do not divulge. Their indiscreet tongues, in
which people confide, desecrate the altar on which
their hearts sacrifice. But men of our stamp
love discreetly, and with them a secret is always
surely kept. The care which we take of our own
reputation is a sufficient guarantee for the object
of our love; and it is only with us, when they
accept our hearts, that they find love without
scandal, and pleasure without fear.
ELMIRB. I have listened to what you say, and
your rhetoric explains itself in sufficiently strong
terms to me. But are you not afraid that the
fancy may take me to tell my husband of this
gallant ardour; and that the prompt knowledge
of such an amour might well change the friend-
ship which he bears you.
TARTUFFE. I know that you are too gracious,
aad that you will pardon my boldness; that you
w3I excuse, on the score of human frailty, the
vioieat transports of a passion which offends you,
mi consider, by looking at yourself, that people